Fact Check: Claims Data Show GAQO’s

Assumptions Ignored Market Realities

According to a recent analysis of more than 20 million Medicare claims from Braid-Forbes Health Research, total
utilization of the comprehensive metabolic panel and the individual tests declined together from 2017-2018 — a trend
that underscores the flaws in GAO’s assumptions that clinical labs were abandoning the comprehensive metabolic panel
in favor of billing for individual tests. In order for the GAO’s “unbundling” assumption to be true, the volume of panel
tests billed to Medicare should have decreased and in turn the volume for all of the individual panel codes should have
skyrocketed. Instead, analysis of data show that utilization across the range of individual tests included as part of a
comprehensive panel decreased on average 5 percent, and the panel test decreased 2 percent.
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